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and other out-door occupations. Their seclusion how-
ever, in variably follows, the elevation of their social
status, The zenana is most stringent in large towns.

In villages, ladies enjoy opportunities of

Present zenana

walking about which are denied to iheir

sisters in cities Here they can not stir out of the zenana,
usually not over-commodious, and situated in narrow and
not over-clean lanes at least ~ from- the Western poiut
of vteWj escept in palanquins and carriages with closed
doors. It must not be supposed, that the zenana is felt as
a hardship by the ladies themselves. They live in a
world of their own and find as much happiness in it as
falla tc the lot of- average humanity. The joist family
systesr. presently to be described, while- favouring dis-
sections also favours companionship.

It must not be supposed that Hindu ladies though liv-
ing in the zenana do not exert any influence on the sterner
sex. "Some of the rich and highly respected members
of Hindu society have confessed," writes the Rev. W, J.
Wilkins, "that thay owed their success in life to the sym-
pathy, encouragement, and carefulness of their wives. As
the women are most religious, their influence over sons
and husband in religious matters is very great indeed."*

Notwithstanding the restricted   opportunities enjoy-
ed b   the Hindu ladies for  the deve-

10           I'opment of their minds, they have not

oiiofteo  distinguished    themselves by
their business and even administrative
capacity.   Ahalayl 345 is a conspicuous instance.   She
* "Modern Hinduism/*'    p. 36*.